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The Navi says that Tolah went “after” Avimelech. What does that mean?
1. It means that as opposed to Avimelech, Tolah was very good.

2. It means that Tolah went in the footsteps of Avimelech-this means that Avimelech did some good in his lifetime.

If the Navi said that Bnei Yisrael was doing idolatry, why did it need to say that they weren’t worshiping Hashem?

They were so bad that they didn’t even serve Hashem along with the rests of the idols.

Is it really better to serve Hashem along with the idols?
1. Yes. It is always important to have a relationship with Hashem.
2. Yes. During the Golden Calf, some say that Bnei Yisrael did idolatry to have a physical relationship with Hashem. Maybe we could’ve said that here IF it said that they were also worshiping Hashem.

Why say “this year” again?

To show that the change happened immediately-it was not gradual.
Why doesn’t Hashem accept the Teshuvah of Bnei Yisrael the first time?
1. He saved them already 7 times before. He wanted to teach a lesson.

2. They haven’t yet removed the idols from their houses! How is Hashem supposed to forgive them if they still are sinning?

What does ותקצר נפשו mean?
1. Hashem felt bad for Bnei Yisrael

2. Hashem got tired of the cycle of sinning. [Now there is going to be bad Shoftim]

Examples of how Yiftach isn’t good

1. Son of prostitute

2. Boorish (bad) people collect around him

3. Very haughty

a. Wants to be buried all over the place so people remember him

b. Wouldn’t negotiate with Ephraim
c. Wouldn’t go to see Pinchas

[I am missing a day’s worth of notes here (5/9) because no one gave me their notes!]
Who else used drums?
Miriam at the Song of the Sea.

Did Yiftach really kill his own daughter?
1. Yes-it says that he carried out his vow.

2. No

a. It says out of all things that they mourned because she didn’t get married. This shows that Yiftach didn’t kill her, rather he set her aside for Hashem and didn’t let people marry her.

b. It doesn’t actually say he killed her-only that he fulfilled his vow to sacrifice something to Hashem.

Why didn’t Yiftach just annul the vow?
1. Thought that he couldn’t

2. Yiftach thought that he was so important so he wanted Pinchas to come to him but Pinchas wanted Yiftach to go to him. In the end, no one went and Yiftach’s limbs atrophied (decayed) and Pinchas lost his ruach ha’kodesh.

Why didn’t Pinchas just go?

Pinchas made a point not to go to show that Yiftach is not more important than him.

Why didn’t Yiftach just go?

Yiftach thought he was greater than Pinchas and therefore didn’t have to go to him.

Why is Efraim complaining?
It’s sibling rivalry!

Why didn’t Yiftach do what Gideon did when Efraim complained (appease them)?

He was too haughty and even though he was correct that Efraim were babies he should’ve tried to appease them like Gideon.

Why does it say that Yiftach was buried in the cities of Gilad?
1. His limbs fell off from the punishment and therefore his limbs were buried in different places.

2. He didn’t have anyone to carry on the family name so he wanted to be remembered by being buried in everyplace where he beat the Ammonites so people will remember him.

Who’s Ibtzaban?
Boaz

Was he good or bad?
1. Bad – he didn’t invite Manoach, father of Shimshon, to his 60 weddings because Manoach couldn’t have paid him back (wife was barren). As punishment, all of his 60 kids died in his lifetime.

2. Good – he married off all his 60 kids. This is a great thing!.
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